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Inside  Life is a magazine of understanding. Rather
than just reporting on life, /nside Life seeks to delve
inside the marvellous mystery that is life, to discover what it
is all about. What does life mean? Where did it come
from? How can we make the most of it?
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Our Cover: An Easter scene in Sicily. Jesus Christ, the
man who died on a cross as a lowly criminal 2,000 years
ago has had a massive impact on history. He is still loved
and worshipped by hundreds of millions of people almost
two millennia after the fateful day of his crucifixion. Our
lead article asks what is so special about Jesus Christ.
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Jesus Christ 3
Superstar, or
Superstition?

By Rex Morgan posits that he was a mere mortal Who was *oris *
d be hard to find }Nh};) mgrried]'llglary Magdalene and Jesus? Is he a
t would be hard to find anyone athered a child.
I ZKR KDVQIW KHDUG RI -HVXV Superstar, the Son of
Christ. His is probably the most Who was i or is i Jesus? Is he a God and Saviour of
famous name in history i he stands  Superstar, the Son of God and mankind. or is this all
out as the most influential person  Saviour of mankind, or is this all just ’

ever to have walked the earth. superstition? just superstition?

But did he walk the earth? Was What does history say?

Jesus really an historical person, or within a small community in a
is he just a legendary figure? Jesusbd i fe i s r emaer pravidce onn the seastem

detail in the Bible, but that is no edge of the vast Roman Empire.
The 1970s rock opera Jesus Christ surprise as the writers were his Very little literature of that time has
Superstar as ked t he qgu &lowerso nlIf Subho a significant  survived to the modern day.
you think youdr e \drisan exidted, esyrelyother wrijets u
are?0 Mi | I i ons waovoull haverefemrédito him® t h e iHowever, there are some notable
iSaviour o, clai ming t hat he was references to Jesus in some of the
resurrected from the dead. Others Act ual | vy, h e wa s n botdestiterbturd we pdssessmp or t ant
say he was no more than a wise at the time. He was an itinerant
and respected teacher. Dan preacher who enjoyed limited Tacitus, a Roman historian writing
Br own 6 s The ®a ¥ilci, Code popularity for a very short time around AD 115, reported on the
Emperor Nerobds deci s

the Christians for the fire that
From BC to AD destroyed Rome in AD 64 in the
A daily reminder of Jesus Christos o#rng WP Tidps oy ofi N Egf
way dates are calcul at ed. The term9 ItBand:mércte éo % %‘%fore
means after the birth of Christ, froC 'St'lar}'?e |tu (t o Do
year of our Lordo. History has been| SRFING frm

name had |ts orrgln suf ere the
The use of B.C. and A.D. for numbering calendar years was developed by extreme penalty during the reign of
Dionysius Exiguus in 525 A.D. However, an error was made in pinpointing Tiberius at the hands of one of our
the year of Christés birth. Schol arps olcaitraart odiss c cPloert @ di st
born around 4-6 B.C., although the historical details are too sketchy to deter-
mine the exact date. Suetonius, another Roman historian
I n recent years, the terms B. C E. , rﬁ%r:ta(;nripor%riof;cnds teIIs u§s hnece
C.' E., signifying L Commo n .Er ao, hav econétd}rt‘ﬁ/rcguglrﬁg dl@thBaXcegba? e
datrng forme. These terms have especrally been preferred in academic the instigation of Chrestus (a
circles, and in formerly Communist countries, such as China. common misspelling of the name of
One of the major reasons for this new nomenclature is to counter the influ- Christ), he (the Emperor Claudius)
ence of Christianity. But the number of any given year is identical, nomatter | € xpel | ed thef from Rc
what term is used. (E.g. the year 2007 A.D. is the same as the year 2007
C.E.) So even if the terms B.C. and A.D. are replaced by B.C.E. and C.E., Another Roman writer, Pliny the
the dates will still refer back to the birth of Jesus! Younger, who was governor of
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