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Our Cover:  An Easter scene in Sicily.  Jesus Christ, the 
man who died on a cross as a lowly criminal 2,000 years 
ago has had a massive impact on history.  He is still loved 
and worshipped by hundreds of millions of people almost 
two millennia after the fateful day of his crucifixion.  Our 
lead article asks what is so special about Jesus Christ. 
 
Photo © Giovanni Rinaldi.  Agency: iStockphoto. 
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By Rex Morgan 
 

I 
t would be hard to find anyone 
�Z�K�R�� �K�D�V�Q�¶�W�� �K�H�D�U�G�� �R�I�� �-�H�V�X�V��
Christ.  His is probably the most 

famous name in history ï he stands 
out as the most influential person 
ever to have walked the earth. 
 
But did he walk the earth?  Was 
Jesus really an historical person, or 
is he just a legendary figure? 
 
The 1970s rock opera Jesus Christ 
Superstar asked the question ñDo 
you think youôre what they say you 
are?ò  Millions worship him as their 
ñSaviourò, claiming that he was 
resurrected from the dead.  Others 
say he was no more than a wise 
and respected teacher.  Dan 
Brownôs novel, The Da Vinci Code 

posits that he was a mere mortal 
who married Mary Magdalene and 
fathered a child. 
 
Who was ï or is ï Jesus?  Is he a 
Superstar, the Son of God and 
Saviour of mankind, or is this all just 
superstition? 
 
What does history say?  
 
Jesusô life is recorded in some 
detail in the Bible, but that is no 
surprise as the writers were his 
followers.  If such a significant 
person existed, surely other writers 
would have referred to him? 
 
Actually, he wasnôt all that important 
at the time.  He was an itinerant 
preacher who enjoyed limited 
popularity for a very short time 

within a small community in a 
remote province on the eastern 
edge of the vast Roman Empire.  
Very little literature of that time has 
survived to the modern day. 
 
However, there are some notable 
references to Jesus in some of the 
oldest literature we possess. 
 
Tacitus, a Roman historian writing 
around AD 115, reported on the 
Emperor Neroôs decision to blame 
the Christians for the fire that 
destroyed Rome in AD 64 in the 
following words: ñNero fastened the 
guilt and inflicted tortures on the 
Christians.  Christus (the Latin 
spelling of Christ), from whom the 
name had its origin, suffered the 
extreme penalty during the reign of 
Tiberius at the hands of one of our 
procurators, Pontius Pilatuséò
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Suetonius, another Roman historian 
contemporary of Tacitus, tells us 
that in AD 49 ñSince the Jews were 
constantly causing disturbances at 
the instigation of Chrestus (a 
common misspelling of the name of 
Christ), he (the Emperor Claudius) 
expelled them from Rome.ò
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Another Roman writer, Pliny the 
Younger, who was governor of 

 

Jesus Christ Jesus Christ Jesus Christ �³�³�³      
Superstar, or Superstar, or Superstar, or    
Superstition?Superstition?Superstition?    

Who was �± or is �±  
Jesus?  Is he a  

Superstar, the Son of 
God and Saviour of  

mankind, or is this all 
just superstition?  

From B.C. to A.D.  
 

A daily reminder of Jesus Christôs pivotal role in world history is found in the 
way dates are calculated.  The term ñB.C.ò means ñBefore Christò, and ñA.D.ò 
means after the birth of Christ, from the Latin ñAnno Dominiò, meaning ñIn the 
year of our Lordò. History has been divided in two by the birth of Christ! 
 

The use of B.C. and A.D. for numbering calendar years was developed by 
Dionysius Exiguus in 525 A.D.  However, an error was made in pinpointing 
the year of Christôs birth.  Scholars later discovered that Jesus was actually 
born around 4-6 B.C., although the historical details are too sketchy to deter-
mine the exact date. 
 

In recent years, the terms B.C.E., meaning ñBefore the Common Eraò and 
C.E., signifying  ñCommon Eraò, have increasingly been used as alternative 
dating forms. These terms have especially been preferred in academic  
circles, and in formerly Communist countries, such as China.   
 

One of the major reasons for this new nomenclature is to counter the influ-
ence of Christianity.  But the number of any given year is identical, no matter 
what term is used.  (E.g. the year 2007 A.D. is the same as the year 2007 
C.E.)  So even if the terms B.C. and A.D. are replaced by B.C.E. and C.E., 
the dates will still refer back to the birth of Jesus! 


