see where I am going and name a
few yourself.

4 Reading a novel just for the fun
of it;

4 A casual stroll along the beach
with nowhere to go;

4 An extra half-hour at the coffee
shop, catching up with friends
and actually tasting the great
flavour of a cup of coffee, rather
than rushing it;

The Most

Important

Thing You’ll Do Today
Prioritisation
List

4 A game of crazy eights with my
kids;

4 A quiet evening out with my wife;
4 A Saturday afternoon sleeping on
the couch in front of the fire;

and the list goes on...
Are you taking enough time to stop
and taste the finest things in life? Or
are you so bent on getting to a point
where you can experience the finer
things in life?
I have a saying that ‘good is the
enemy of the best’. Sometimes the
finer things of life get in the way of
the finest things in life. Sometimes
we settle for the finer things in life
when we could be enjoying the finest
things in life.
A credit card company produced a
series of advertisements that went
something like this (describing a
vacation): Airline tickets: $1500.
Hotel room: $1200. The smile on her
face: Priceless.
We can always put a value on the finer
things in life, and I would encourage
you to enjoy them if you can. But
the finest things in life are priceless.
You can put no value or price tag on
them. It is a mandate that we take the
time to enjoy them.
Take some time this week to live up
to the old saying: Stop and smell the
roses. You will never regret it.
Reproduced with permission from the Chris
Widener Newsletter. To subscribe to Chris
Widener’s Newsletter visit chriswidener.com
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L

ike most busy professional
people, you probably have
too many things to do on

most days. You probably work hard
all day, but maybe you sometimes
get home and wonder if you really
achieved anything.
Tom Peters urges us: ‘Stop doing
all unimportant things now!’ It’s a
challenging statement. Of course,
sometimes
everything
seems
important—then what? Then we
just have to prioritise: put first things
first, sort out the important from the
urgent, identify the most important
from the less important.
Easy to say, of course. Harder to do.
Hard, but not impossible. In fact, it’s
indispensable if we’re to be effective
as
individuals,
professionals,
parents, partners. So, here’s the
most important thing you’ll do today:
identify the most important thing
you need to do—and then start work
on it.

Too easy? Want to take it a step
further? Stick to that most important
thing until it’s done—or at least
until you really can’t take it any
further. Completed tasks are called
achievements—achievers are those
who complete the most important
tasks.
Still too easy? Still want to go further?
Help the people around you prioritise
and pursue the most important things
first. Help them see those things
through to completion. Help them
become achievers.
It will be the most important thing
you’ll do today.
© Pacific Training & Development, 2004.
Used with permission.
For more information about leadership and
team development, communication training
or accredited coaching go to www.pacific.
qld.edu.au or call +61 7 5553 6060.
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