


trapped in the concentration camps. 

He maintained: ' ... even though the 

realms of religion and science in 

themselves are clearly marked off 

from each other', there are 'strong 

reciprocal relationships and de­

pendencies, as aspirations for truth 

derive from the religious sphere'. He 

once explained that 'science with­

out religion is lame, religion without 

science is blind'. 

Einstein died in 1955. It is not only 

the hard sciences that owe him a 

debt of gratitude. When asked how 

he came to his great new discov­

ery, he said: 'I stood before the uni­

verse and listened'. He showed that 

being scientific does not mean mak­

ing everything understandable with 

absolute certainty. He demonstrated 

that great new advances in knowl­

edge come only when we let a real­

ity, far greater than our previous un­

derstanding would allow, determine 

how we are to know it and in humility 

let it tell us its nature. 

In this way, Einstein surely opened 

the door for some to recognise the 

legitimacy of the so-called 'soft sci­

ence' of theology; for in theology we 

stand before a Reality that far ex­

ceeds our understanding. But when 

we listen in humility at the place 

where God has personally made 

himself known, we can indeed have 

real, if not absolutely comprehen­

sive, knowledge of God. And that 

place is a person, Jesus Christ. 

Christian theology is not unscien­

tific and science does not and can­

not rule out a reality greater than 

ourselves, greater than our universe. 

Doing so would be, well, unscientific. 

As Einstein wrote: 

Everyone who is seriously inter­

ested in the pursuit of science 

becomes convinced that a spir­

it is manifest in the laws of the 

universe-a spirit vastly superi­

or to man, and one in the face of 

which our modest powers must 

feel humble. 
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